The preface makes it clear that this small volume is not intended to be a complete guide to prosthetics but is addressed to orthopaedic residents to make them familiar with the principles involved in the care of children with limb deficiencies.
The authors use an attractive format, consisting of case histories (each given an appropriate and amusing name), followed by "Issues to Ponder" which ask specific questions about the case, and "Comments" which are the teaching material. The first chapter includes two examples for which amputation is required, and the comments deal with the choice of level and the importance of considering the relative growth of the various epiphyses. Chapter 2, entitled "A pedantic overview", considers those features which differentiate child amputees from adults. It deals with these comprehensively, though one might mention that phantom sensation (and even mild pain) does occur in a small number of children with congenital deficiency. The third chapter includes another 11 case histories and looks at associated anomalies and syndromes. It does this very adequately, though I am sorry that Radials sister, U( 1)na de Fissionsea, was omitted! The fourth chapter gives succinct advice to the resident on how to deal with the family and I would recommend that any care provider who is likely to be involved with a neonatal child who has a limb deficiency should read, mark, learn and practice this excellent advice.
The last chapter deals with classification and nomenclature and recommends the use of the method published by the International Standards Organisation (IS0 8548-1).
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The final section, an Appendix, gives a useful outline of prosthetics so that the reader can recognise the various classes of components used in prostheses for the different levels. It does this by considering "the working end", "positioning", "load transfer" and "security". Although this is an unusual way of describing a prosthesis, it probably provides enough information about the function of these components for the purpose of this book.
It is a pity that the levels are not described as Ankle disarticulation, Trans-tibial, Transfemoral, Trans-pelvic, Trans-radial and Transhumeral, as set out in two other parts of the same International Standard (IS0 8548-2 and 8548-3) dealing with the description of the lower limb and upper limb stump.
My sole complaint about this book is at its use of the phrase congenital amputation. The word amputation implies that the whole extremity which was present at some stage has been removed or become detached. Intrauterine amputations do occur, but most congenital limb deficiencies are examples either of a failure of formation, or of a failure to persist. The authors postulate that the commonest deficiency, transverse upper forearm, may very possibly be an "acquired intrauterine amputation". However the majority of these children demonstrate by the presence of digital buds, often with nails, that even if there was a failure of the forearm and hand to persist, further distal development occurred subsequently. This may seem a small point, but parents are often less troubled by the idea that the limb failed to "grow" rather than use the emotive word "amputation".
The authors are to be congratulated on producing an excellent book which reads as if it were a spoken tutorial with some amusing side remarks which will help the reader to retain the information, and I recommend that it be read not only by every orthopaedic resident or surgeon, but by anyone who is likely to be involved in the care of limb deficient children.
